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Urgent Press Statement  

 

 

Disturbing Coordinated mob -attacks, and lynchings against the Kurds 

n Western Turkey: 
 

Hundreds of Kurdish civilians in Western Turkey injured and several killed. Police have 

participated in the attacks against Kurdish civilians. 

 

Turkish president Erdogan and the AKP have provoked fascist, nationalist and racist groups into 

protesting and forming lynching groups who have engaged in terrorizing Kurdish civilians by 

attacking homes in different districts in Istanbul, Ankara, Kirsehir, Kocaeli, İzmir, Balikesir, 

Malatya, Mulga, Mersin, Keçiören, Tuzluçayır, Beypazarı, Balgat, Isparta, Konya, Antalya and 

many other cities.  
 

Following ongoing provocations by the R.T. Erdogans government, pro AKP racists and fascist groups 

have engaged in coordinated attacks against Kurdish civilians, including attacking Kurdish shops, 

houses, businesses, and HDP offices. These attacks have been ongoing for the past 48 hours.  

 

Hundreds of Kurdish civilians in Western Turkey have been injured during the attacks by these 

fascists, and an unknown number of people killed. Hundreds of Kurds in different Turkish cities are 

currently blockaded in HDP offices, where they have sought safety from the lynching mobs. The mobs 

have broken windows, chanted anti-Kurdish and HDP slogans, with local police not intervening to 

stop the terrorism of the mobs.  

 

Since the start of the Turkish war on the Kurds 32 years ago, this is the first time that such casualties 

have occurred to such a large scale. Erdogan and AKP are directly, explicitly, and deliberately 

provoking racial and nationalist clashes. Two days ago Erdogan gave the official order to the police 

forces to shoot civilians on sight if they are deemed a “threat”. He also called on the public to inform 

on fellow civilians who are considered to act “suspiciously”. This is an attempt to divide society and 

promote internal conflict between ethnic groups, and stimulate anti-Kurdish racism.  

 

The mobs are organising themselves across social media, forming groups and attacking homes known 

to belong to Kurdish families. Attacks on 128 HDP offices have occurred with HDP signs and slogans 

ripped off and replaced with the Turkish flag. Other offices have been set on fire. Mobs are stopping 

local buses travelling between cities and checking civilian identity cards to determine who is Kurdish 

or not. When the bus drivers have attempted to drive off to escape the angry mobs, the police 

intervened and stopped the buses leading to further attacks against the buses, drivers and civilians. In 

some cases, the police have participated in the attacks with the fascist mobs against the Kurdish 

civilians.  

 

The attacks on Kurdish homes, civilians and neighbourhoods are still ongoing and hundreds of 

thousands of Kurds in these major cities are currently in direct danger.  

 

We call on the international community to stand with the Kurds in light of these disturbing and 

clearly coordinated attacks, and to act immediately to call on the Erdogan government to end its 

violent, racist and divisive policies.  
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